
PUBLISHED BY THE MOUNTAIN BREEZE STAFF

SUMMARY OF TRASH & RECYCLING OPTIONS FOR THE
TOWN OF MONTGOMERY

At the Town meeting on Monday June 14th (7pm at
Union Hall), the warrant for recycling services for the
coming fiscal year will be $12,000 (see option 7. This means
that the current curbside recycling services funded through
property taxes will be discontinued as of July 1, 2021. Other
options (see below) could be considered at a Special Town
Meeting on a future date (TBD). Any questions, comments
or concerns can be directed to the Select Board and/or the
Finance Committee.

In April 2021, the Board of Health adopted a regulation
that requires all waste removal service providers to provide
recycling collection services for all of their customers in
Town (dumpsters included). Enforcement of this regulation
will go into effect as of July 1, 2021.  

The Recycling Committee gathered this information and
presented its findings to the Board of Selectmen but has had
no role in decision-making.  It is our position that the
Townspeople should have the opportunity to consider the
options and choose whatever is best for them. 

See town options on page 7.
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Printed 5/26/21
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PER BOARD OF HEALTH AND SELECT BOARD

Town wide recycling ends July 1

“Do what you can,
with what you have, where 

you are.”
Theodore Roosevelt

montgomerymtbreeze@gmail.com June 2021

Annual Town Meeting
Monday, June 14th, 2021 at 7:00PM

MONTGOMERY TOWN HALL
Annual Town election results, 

turn to page 10.

Plant Sale. see page 5 for listings.

Last masked issue!

T i m e  t o  r e n e w  
y o u r  d o g  l i c e n s e s !

S e e  p a g e  9.
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Important numbers
FIRE EMERGENCY 911 
AMBULANCE 911
STATE POLICE 911

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 862-4037

GATEWAY HIGH SCHOOL 685-1102  
GATEWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL 685-1202 
GMS ATTENDANCE 685-1201  
LITTLEVILLE ELEMENTARY 685-1301 

TOWN HALL OFFICE 862-3386  
Listen to the following extensions of each office.

townhall@montgomeryma.gov 
Administrative Secretary Hours, Tuesdays & 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

FIRE DEPT: 862-4505 
FIRE CHIEF - CHRIS GALIPEAU

862-4599

TOWN CLERK - CHERYL MASCIADRELLI     862-3386 
ext 3

or direct line 642-6927
Office hours are every Wednesday 10-4 or by appointment.

POLICE DEPT: 
ADMINISTRATIVE POLICE CHIEF -

PAULA CHAPMAN Home 862-4949    
Office 862-3386 ext 5  

TAX COLLECTOR - JANE THIELEN 862-3386 ext 1
or direct line 642-8139 

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER - 
PHIL CAMP 862-4976

SELECT BOARD: 
DONALD WASHBURN 862-3301
MIKE MORRISSEY 862-3386  
JACOB CHAPMAN 862-4949 
Meetings for the Select Board are held at 7:00 p.m. every
other Thursday.

SCHOOL COMMITTEE: 
MADELYN AUSTIN 862-4004

mrrrr@verizon.net 

LIBRARY: 
LIBRARIAN - PAULA LONG 862-3894 

montgomerylibrary@yahoo.com 
HOURS: Tuesday 10:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 

Thursday 4:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
Saturday 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

BOARD OF ASSESSORS: 
Office Hours of the Board of Assessor's are held on the 1st
& 3rd Wednesday of each month from noon to 4:00 pm; and
7:30 pm - 9:00 pm. Meetings will be scheduled and posted
when deemed necessary.

CONSERVATION COMMISSION - 
PAIGE LALIBERTE, Chairman 413-287-2167
The Conservation Commission meets on the first Monday of
each month. 

COUNCIL ON AGING   862-3386 ext 6 or 642-8143;
COA@Montgomeryma.gov

STATE REPRESENTATIVE LINDSAY SABADOSA:
info@lindsaysabadosa.com     

(413) 539-8599

MOUNTAIN BREEZE AD POLICY
Montgomery resident ads: $3.50 for ¼ page, $7.00 for ½ page, $10.50 for ¾
page and $14.00 for a full page. 
Non-resident ads: $5.00 for ¼ page, $10.00 for ½ page, $15.00 for ¾ page
and $20.00 for a full page. 
Political ads: $15.00 for ½ page and $30.00 for a full page. (Political ads
must include the name of the payer.) 
Ads: email (preferably pdf file) to montgomerymtbreeze@gmail.com, put in
the MB box at the Library, or mail to: Montgomery Mountain Breeze, c/o
Grace Hall Memorial Library, 161 Main Road, Montgomery, MA 01085-
9525. Include your name and phone number. Payment must be received by
deadline date (usually on the 16th of the month) or ad will not be run. No
cash, please; make check payable to Montgomery Mountain Breeze and
put in the MB box at the Library, or mail to above address. 

MOUNTAIN BREEZE STAFF
Editor: T.Lak 413-237-2818

Helen Allyn * Chris Brown * Laurie Flechsig * Paula Long 

* Julie Pike * Jane Thielen * Lori Conley

montgomerymtbreeze@gmail.com

June Calendar
All coffee hours, yoga and Osteoporosis exercise classes
have been cancelled until further notice.

June 8   Recycling day
June 22 Recycling day 

Scheduled events and times are fluid at this time and subject
to change.

Paula L. Chapman
Administrative Chief of Police
for the Town of Montgomery

OFFICE HOURS: 6:30 pm to 7:45 pm
The office is in the basement of the Town Hall. Face mask

required as per Governor Baker’s Order. Thank you

June 10 June 24

Offered to a home in need
Offering free seasoned firewood

to town residents who really could
use it. Most in 4 foot lengths from
small to large. If interested call 862-
3395. Please not intended for resale;
only for those in need. 

Thanks, 
a Montgomery neighbor

Run offering
ad from May
to Dec
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But to really exist you need some great
cooking from the Montgomery Grille.

46 Main Rd, Montgomery, MA 
at the MontgoMery Marketplace

montgomerygrillema.com 
email address: grilleofmontgomery@gmail.com

862-FOOD (3663)
Hours: 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: 7:00 am to 2:30 pm

Saturday and Sunday: 7:00 am to 2:30 pm
Lunch starts 11:00 am

The Grille is the place to meet your neighbors!

“I can live for two months on a good compliment.”

–Mark Twain

Hopefully, by the next issue of the MT Breeze we will be back to business
as usual. Remember what that was like? We’ve looked forward to this day for a
while now and thank everyone who has supported the Grille during the past year.
Not all businesses have survived the virus. But until the all clear is sounded we
will still follow guidelines set forth by the state. 

The good weather is upon us so come on in and enjoy have we have in
store for your dinning pleasure.

God Bless, Scott
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KOREAN -STYLE PORK TENDERLOIN

The plant sale for the benefit of
the Library Friends is ongoing.  The
plants can be found at the end of
Chris Brown’s 28 Pine Ridge and
Julie Pike’s driveway 1683 Russell
Rd.  They are also outside the
library and will be at the Little Red School House on
Pitcher St.  Sat. June 12, rain date June 19.  Among the
plants available will be Shasta daisies, bee balm, lily of the
valley, magic lily, iris, periwinkle and more.  All donations
help fund Library programs.

June is the month to:
• Begin hilling potatoes when they are 5

inches high.
• Stake perennials that tend to flop.
• Beware of bright red leaf beetles laying

eggs on the underside of lily leaves.
• Harvest rhubarb by pulling stalks from plants.
• Prune Spring flowering shrubs, i.e. forsythia, after they

have bloomed.
• Shear dianthus and creeping phlox after bloom for

bushier plants

GardenNews
by Chris Brown

It’s plant sale time, a great way to help out the Library

Recipe for June 2021  Thank you, Jeanne Aras for this latest recipe.
1/3 cup soy sauce 2 Tbsp. sugar
1 Tbsp. minced fresh ginger 3 Tbsp. rice vinegar
1 Tbsp. dark sesame oil ¼ tsp. crushed red pepper
4 garlic cloves, minced 1 ½ lbs. pork tenderloin

Combine and mix all 7 ingredients  in a large plastic zip lock bag.   Add pork and seal and marinate in
refrigerator 8 hours or overnight. (turn occasionally).  Preheat oven to 425 degrees.  Heat a large oven-proof skillet
coated with cooking spray over medium heat.  Remove pork from bag.  Reserve marinade.  Brown pork on all sides.

Place pan in oven, bake for 15 minutes or until meat thermometer reads 160 degrees (medium).  Let stand for
5 minutes before slicing.  Bring reserved marinade to a boil.  Simmer for 5 minutes.  Cut pork in slices and serve
with sauce.

montgomerymtbreeze@gmail.com June 2021
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Do you know about It Takes a
Village? We are a non-profit organization
that offers free programs and support to
families throughout the Hilltowns of
Western Massachusetts. We provide
practical and emotional support, as well as
essential resources, to families with babies
and young children. Our mission is to
ensure that new families thrive and
connect meaningfully to their
communities.

We are so grateful to have a new home
for our Village Closet program at 2 East
Main Street in Huntington. The Village

Closet is a donation and distribution
program that offers free clothing, diapers,
strollers, cribs and other baby gear to
everyone regardless of income or town of
residency.

Besides the Village Closet, we offer
Home Visits for Hilltown families with a
baby under one year, Parent Support groups,
and Educational programs. All our
programs are 100% free to all families. To
find out more about our programs, sign up
for home visits, or to learn about
volunteering, go to www.hilltownvillage.org
or call 413-650-3640.  

Free support programs offered to new families

Condolences to...
Gene Washburn, Donald Washburn and the entire family on

the loss of Gene's wife and Donald's mother Lorna Washburn, who
passed away April 20 at home.  

Tim Wolcott and his sister Felicia Murphy of Chester on the loss
of their mother Judy (Judith Johnson) Murphy, who passed away
May 11 at home.  Judy was our Town Clerk for many years.

To the family of Lillian (Barr) St. Germain who passed away
May 22 in Westfield.

SUPPORT 

THE 

PLANT 

SALE!

MT Breeze JUNE2021:Mt Breeze JUNE2021  5/26/21  9:07 AM  Page 4



montgomerymtbreeze@gmail.com June 2021

413-875-5205
open saturday & sunday - 9aM to 3pM, 

or by special appointMent. 

Two young teachers first moved to
the small town of Montgomery on a
snowy winter day in December of 1976.
Francis June’s little cottage in the
woods quickly became Kit and Sandie
Mann’s home and over the years it has
seen several renovations and changes
including two children, four grandkids,
and countless well loved Springer
Spaniels. 

Most recently, the guest room has be-
come the
sewing
room and
the base-
ment, the
woodshop.
Both affec-
tionately
referred to
as “The
Sweatshop”
and “The
Dungeon”.

Sandie
was an art
major and elementary teacher at Gate-
way and Kit was an Industrial Arts
teacher in Westfield, so retirement of-

fered them the perfect opportunity to
combine their creative energies and
skills to create “Sandmann Gifts”, a
craft business specializing in textile arts
and handmade wood products. They
both enjoy designing their original cre-
ations which are both imaginative and
functional. 

The Manns often like to incorporate
natural (driftwood, birch branches) as
well as repurposed items like wine corks

in their
products.
From birch
candle
holders
and vases
to shotgun
shell
games and
fanciful
gnomes
for all 
seasons
and rea-
sons.

Their aim is to delight their cus-
tomers with art that makes them
happy. 

located across froM the deliciousness of the

MontgoMery grille

Enter the 
Sandmann Gifts
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Once again, we’d like to take
the readers of the Mountain Breeze
on a trip down Memory Lane, so to
speak, to hear about some of the
interesting opportunities your
Montgomery Historical Society has
hosted for the enjoyment of our fellow townspeople (as well
as visitors from other local towns).  This year, we’ll harken
back to 2002 and 2003 to talk about our field trips offered
those years.

In the summer of 2002, the Historical Society led a
group of local folks on a trip to the Hiram Smith tomb in
Chester.  It is said that Hiram Smith didn’t want to be buried
in the ground.  He hated the thought of worms, insects,
and/or floods entering his grave, so he looked for a more
secure place to be buried.  He discovered a glacial boulder
high up in the forest of Chester that was 10 feet high and 30
feet wide; he had the face of it sliced off and two coffin-sized
cavities cut out.  He was buried there in 1873 and later
Isabella Toogood (either his sister or his wife) joined him in
the burial site.  The tombs were sealed with a slab cut from
the original stone, and their names as well as birth-and-
death information are included on the face of the tomb.
The tomb is in a rather out-of-the-way location well-hidden
in the woods and reached by a somewhat steep climb, but is
nevertheless quite fascinating!  Information on this tomb
can be researched on Google if you wish.

In the warmer months of both 2002 and 2003,
Historical Society members and friends worked diligently on
the historic Carriage Shed at the Town center to rehabilitate
and renovate it so that it once again appeared as it originally
did.  Rotted wood was replaced (sills, siding, and elsewhere),
and tar paper was applied to the old roof which was
constructed long years ago without the advantage of
plywood sheathing to keep the roof secure.  The roof was
shingled in 2003 and finishing touches to the building were
undertaken.  The project was financed by funds raised by the
Society at our suppers put on for all to enjoy, so if you have

a chance to attend one of the upcoming
suppers, know that you are supporting
these ongoing projects just by your
attendance!

The restored Carriage Shed has
been used in the past for Farmers’ Markets

during the summers, and during the Right-to-Farm Harvest
Fairs that were held annually for several years.

“Field trips” undertaken in 2003 included one to Indian
Ovens in Worthington.  Richard and Muriel Boisseau knew
the history around the Indian Ovens and were our leaders
for this hike.  Later in the year, we joined with Dave Pierce of
the Chester Foundation for a hike to the several Keystone
Arches in Chester.  Dave showed us the extensive work that
had been done on the Keystone Arches Trail to make it an
attractive, informative walk.  He also provided historical
dialogue about the design and building of these magnificent
structures for the railroad traveling from Albany on its way
to Boston.

The above information covers another two years of field
trips and hikes.  We’ll continue to share these look-backs
with you in the July/August edition of the Mountain
Breeze… We hope reporting on these past programs will
intrigue everyone and encourage all to attend future
presentations hosted by your Montgomery Historical Society. 

Hope you’re enjoying the improving weather!
(Unfortunately, even though the cursed black flies are
waning, the durned mosquitos are on the way back!)  Stay
safe, be well, and hopefully we can get back to the “old
normal” soon! 

Blue Jacobs Ladder L, P, 
Yellow loosestrife M, P

Pink Yarrow M, P
Chartreuse Lady’s Mantle  L,.P
Purple Cone Flower, M, P
Black Eye Susy M, P
Purple Ajuga, L, Ground cover, P
Deep purple Siberian Iris, M, P
Pink Cranesbill Geranium, M, P
Lavender Cranesbill Geranium, L, P
Pink Lily of Valley L, P
Yellow Coreopsis L, P
Multi colored Sweet William, L-M,
Biannual
Sedum L, P
Red Bee Balm, M, P
Rose Campion, M – Biannual
Blue Amsonia M, P

White Anemone,  Really spreads, P
Blue Vinca Vine Periwinkle, ground
cover, L, P
Hosta, M, P
Pink Dianthus Ground cover L ,P
Yellow Cactus L, P
White flowering Onion M, P
Lavender Mini Iris L, P

Herbs
Thyme, L
Chamomile, M
Chives, M

Vegetables
Kale
Leek Seedlings

Annuals
White Fever Few reseeds
Purple -Honesty -biannual

Native
White Blood Root

Shrub
Lilac
Japanese Maple seedling

Additional Plants from Laurie
Fleschig at 1683 Russell Rd.,
Montgomery

Historical
Happenings

A trip down memory lane reminds us of what we’ve missed

Watch this space for reopening of display case exhibits. 
Thank you.

montgomerymtbreeze@gmail.com June 2021

2021 Plant List Library Friends Plant Sale
28 Pine Ridge Rd
P- perennial, B- Bi annual, A- annual, H- herb, N- native, V- vegetable – S- spreads, L- low, T- tall M-medium
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OPTION 1 (PRIMARILY TAX FUNDED)
Refuse: weekly semi-automated 35-gallon cart with PAYT
overflow bag collection
Single stream recycling: every other week [EOW]
automated 95-gallon cart collection

Services include every week refuse collection in 35-
gallon carts with overflow ‘Pay-As-You-Throw” (PAYT) bags
and every other week single stream recycling collection in
95-gallon carts. Overflow PAYT bags would be purchased
from the Town and would be placed on/next to the 35-
gallon trash cart as needed. 

5 year service contract first year 
(+3%/year thereafter) =$147,000
Trash 232 tons @ $85/ton =$  19,788
Recyclables processing 97 tons @ $45.76/ton   =$    4,439
Total Cost per year =$171,227

OPTION 2 (100% TAX FUNDED)
Refuse: every other week [EOW] automated 95-gallon cart
collection
Single stream recycling: every other week [EOW]
automated 95-gallon cart collection

5 year service contract first year 
(+3%/year thereafter) =$105,000
Trash 232.2 tons @ $85/ton =$  19,788
Recyclables processing 97 tons @ $45.76/ton   =$    4,439
Total Cost per year =$129,227

OPTION 3 (100% TAX FUNDED)
Refuse: N/A
Single stream recycling: Every Other Week [EOW]
automated 95-gallon cart recycling collection

3-year service contract first year 
(+3%/year thereafter) =$60,900
Recyclables processing 97 tons @$45.76/ton =$  4,439
Total Cost per year =$65,339

OPTION 4 (100% TAX FUNDED)
Refuse: N/A
Dual stream recycling: every other week [EOW] manual
bin & barrel recycling collection
‘Status quo’ service, bottles & cans and paper collected
separately every other week. 

3-year service contract first year 
(+3%/year thereafter) =$ 38,500
Recyclables processing 28 tons @$95.84/ton 
@SMRF =$   2,684
Total Cost per year =$ 41,184

OPTION 5 (USER PAYS FOR SUBSCRIPTION SERVICES)
Refuse: weekly automated using various sizes of carts 
Single stream recycling: every other week [EOW]
automated 96-gallon cart recycling collection
Option 5 is NOT funded by taxes; every household would
subscribe with an independent service provider. Services
would include every week refuse collection in various sizes
of carts and every other week [EOW] single stream recycling
collection in 96-gallon carts. An extra recycling cart can be
obtained at no additional cost. When the trash quantity
exceeds the cart capacity, additional costs will be assessed.
This pricing is subject to change at any time. 

$45/month for one 96-gallon trash every week, recycling EOW
$540/year or $10.38/week

$43/month for one 68-gallon trash every week, recycling EOW 
$516/year or $9.92/week

$41/month for one 45-gallon trash $492/year or $9.46/week
$67/month for two 96-gallon trash $804/year or $15.46/week

OPTION 6 (USER PAYS AT A TRANSFER STATION)
Residents can deliver their trash and recycling to Valley
Recycling at 234 Easthampton Road in Northampton. The
hours of operation are 8-4 Monday through Friday, and 8-
2 on Saturdays. No permits or vehicle stickers are required,
and any bag or container can be used for trash disposal.
In addition to household trash and recyclables, many
other items are accepted for disposal, recycling, or
composting. 

Kitchen bag (<15 gallons or <15#) = $2.00
Large bag (<35 gallons or <35#) = $3.00
Extra-large bag (>35 gallons or >35#) = $4.00
Dual stream recycling free with trash drop-off, up to $2.00
without trash drop-off

OPTION 7 (TAX FUNDED) 
One-day bulky waste collection and up to $30/HH/year
subsidy for HHW and electronics disposal at a private
facility. Total annual cost to the Town =$12,000

PROJECTIONS OF HOW THE OPTIONS MIGHT IMPACT
THE FY22 TAX RATE
See chart below.

To look up the current assessed value of your property,
go to http://montgomery.patriotproperties.com. To
calculate what your annual cost might be for each of the
options, use the formula (assessed value divided by 1000)
times the estimated tax rate increase per thousand (from the
table below). 

montgomerymtbreeze@gmail.com June 2021

• Town wide recycling ends July 1 (continued from page 1)

(please turn to page 8)
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Lorna Swain Washburn (1927-2021)
Lorna Swain Washburn died at

home on April 30, 2021, surrounded by
family. Lorna was born in Sydney,
Australia on December 17, 1927 to
Donald Swain and Elizabeth Swain. She
attended school in Derry, NH and
graduated from Nasson College in 1950.
Lorna worked for many years in various
teaching positions as a home economics
teacher. She taught in schools in New
Hampshire and then at the Hampden County Cooperative
Extension Service. She retired in 1985 after many years
teaching at the Westfield Middle School. Her hobbies
included rug hooking, gardening and cooking. She was a great
wife and parent, raising her family in Montgomery, MA and
helping to create a beautiful home.

Lorna is survived by her husband of 61 years, Gene
Washburn of Montgomery; son, Donald Washburn and his
partner, Nancy Garstka of Montgomery; daughter Linda Stone,
son-in-law, Matthew Stone of Paxton, MA and grandsons,
Russell Stone of Denver, CO and Channing Stone of
Clarksburg, MA and her brother, Harlow N. Swain of CA.

She was predeceased by her brother, R. David Swain and
sister-in-law, Lynn Swain. The family wishes to thank the
Montgomery Fire Department, Bay State Hospital, Bay State
Home Healthcare and Hospice for all of their help.

Burial will be at the family’s convenience. In lieu of
flowers, please donate to the Grace Hall Memorial Library or
the Montgomery Fire Department at 161 Main Road,
Montgomery, MA 01085.

Judith L. Murphy
Judith L. Murphy passed away

peacefully on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 at
home surrounded by her family. She is
the daughter to Mable (Emerson) and
the late Howard Johnson. Judy spent her
professional career as a realtor for Park
Square Realty Company in Westfield and
also was the Town Clerk in Montgomery
for many years. She loved going to the
beach with her daughter Felicia as well
as sitting by the pool, swimming, and gardening in her yard.
After a long day she enjoyed relaxing outdoors and having
cocktails with Tim. Judy was well known and loved by so
many people; she would help everyone else before herself.

Judy leaves behind her son Timothy Wolcott of
Montgomery, her daughter Felicia Murphy and fiancé Timothy
D’Astous of Chester and her granddog Rylie. She is
predeceased by her daughter Marissa Wolcott. She also leaves
her two brothers Edward Johnson and his wife Sue and Paul
Johnson and his wife Jill, as well as her 2 nephews.

There will be a Graveside Service for Judy in Center
Cemetery in Montgomery on Sunday, May 16, 2021 at 1 PM.
All are welcome to attend. In lieu of flowers, donations in
Judy’s name may be made to the American Lung Association
or the American Cancer Society. www.fir

Recent deaths noted of two Montgomery residents

Lafond Septic 
has moved to 
Montgomery!

Run Septic ad until December 2021

FOR SALE
Bought a new Canon printer – can’t use the unopened ink
cartridges I bought for the old one (Epson)!  
Have the following NEW, (unopened) EPSON ink cartridges for
sale at reduced prices:  
1) Four-pack with one High-capacity Black (#220XL) and three,

standard-capacity Cyan (blue), Magenta (pink), Yellow (#220) –
expiration date 11/2022 – retail cost $55.99 @ Staples.

2) Single, standard-capacity Yellow (#220) – expiration date 11/2022
– will give free of charge.

3) Single High-capacity Black (#220XL) – expiration date 03/2023 –
retail cost $29.99 on-line.

Will sell all of the above for the reduced price of $60.00.  Please call
Julie @ 862-4539 if interested.

Montgomery lost two of it’s Town residents recently. Lorna Washburn was a very active patron of
the library and Judy Murphy, was Town Clerk.

OTHER OPTIONS EVALUATED (AND ELIMINATED FROM
FURTHER CONSIDERATION):
• Transfer station owned and operated by the Town: there is

no site that would meet all regulatory requirements.
• Gaining access to a transfer station in a neighboring

municipality: none of the Towns were responsive to this
proposal.

Respectfully submitted by Christine Brown (413-364-
1510) and Karen Bouquillon (413-563-5433).

• Town recycling(continued from page 7)

montgomerymtbreeze@gmail.com June 2021
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DOG LICENSES: The cost to license each dog is $6.00 if
spayed/neutered or $10.00 if NOT
spayed/neutered.  Please complete the
attached form and include your expiring
license(s) number.  A kennel license is

required for anyone having more than four
(4) dogs.  The cost of the license is
$25.00 plus $5.00 for each
spayed/neutered dog and/or $6.00 for
each dog that is not spayed/neutered dog.

The completed form and check for
the corresponding fee, payable to the

Town of Montgomery, can be dropped off or
mailed to the Town Clerk’s Office, 161 Main Rd.

#4, Montgomery.  You must include a self-addressed stamped
envelope if you would like the license mailed back to you.

The Town By-Laws require
all dogs must be licensed
by July 1st of the current
year to avoid a late fee of
$25.00 per dog in addition
to the license fee.  All dogs
six months and older, even
inside dogs, MUST be
licensed!

Please feel free to call
me with any questions!

Thank you,
Cheryl Masciadrelli, 

Town Clerk

Renew your dog license(s)

TIME TO RENEW YOUR
DOG LICENSE!

All current dog licenses
must be renewed by

July 1st, 2021

YOU CAN ALSO CALL
CINDY CAMP @ 862-4976

TO MAKE ARRANGE-
MENTS TO OBTAIN A

DOG LICENSE!

NNeeeedd aa nniigghhtt oouutt,, ssoommee hheellpp wwiitthh 
yyoouurr cchhiillddrreenn,, cchhoorreess aarroouunndd tthhee 

hhoouussee,, oorr aanniimmaall ssiittttiinngg??

Enthusiastic and ambitious 14 year old girl 
looking for employment in babysitting, as a 

chores.

I am an American Red Cross certified baby sitter
in the 8th grade, preparing for high school. I am also very active with 
lacrosse and soccer. Not only eager to help and work I am ready to 
start!
Responsible, reliable, and I love to help with children as well as being a 
Montgomery native.
If interested, please contact Paige Stomski at 413-862-3682
I can provide references upon request.
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COOL THINGS YOU NEVER KNEW
ABOUT FIREFLIES
The flashes of fireflies on a warm summer

night remind many of us of our carefree child-
hood sense of wonder. Perhaps because we are

so familiar with them, either from growing
up chasing them or seeing them portrayed

in art, film or books we think we may know
everything about them. Here are some other facts that you
might not know:

Fireflies are actually beetles just like ladybugs
There are more than 2,000 species worldwide on every conti-
nent except Antarctica and there can be many species in just
one habitat

Flashes are the language of love....the flashes you see are

generally from males looking to attract a female. If a female
likes what she sees she responds back with a flash of her
own. They engage in this twinkling 'conversation' until the
male locates her and then they mate

Fireflies spend most of their life in the larval stage (up to
2 years). Adults may live only a couple of weeks and most do
not eat during this time, they just mate, lay eggs and die, so
the ones you see are from successful mating 2 years ago

The biggest firefly species are HUGE and can grow to the
size of your palm (females are much bigger than males)
Fireflies are threatened by pesticides, habitat loss and light
pollution that prevents them from seeing each other's flashes

Turn off your lights at night to ensure you have a beauti-
ful display of one of Mother Nature's gifts! 

Outside the bird feeder with Lori Conley

JUNE 
BIRTHDAYS:

Pam Coe
Preston Coffey

Glenn Ellis
Alivia Galipeau

Alex Goralczyk
Cindy Harris

Joanne Hebert
Benjamin Hyjek
Rebecca Hyjek

Peter Madru

Colin Monkiewicz
June Rathay
Tara Spencer

Anthony Thibault
Richard Willig

JUNE 
ANNIVERSARIES

Pauline & Joseph
Croteau

Louise & Wayne
Fowles

Bertine & 
George Galipeau

Krystyna & Christian
Galipeau

Patty & Jerry Spencer
Kathleen & Jason

Stomski
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The following article was last published
in an early copy of the Mountain Breeze
by Helen Allyn:
An address delivered at Old Home Day,
September 4, 1920.
by Lewis B. Allyn

In presenting these facts concerning
the early history of the town, I am in-
debted to conversations with the older in-
habitants of Montgomery and to the
following sources from which I have
freely drawn:  “Copeland’s History of
Hampden County”, “Holland’s History of
Western Mass.”,  “The Vital Records of
Montgomery” and the records in the
archives of Boston.

Trading houses were established by
Connecticut settlers in 1639-40 in the Lit-
tle River district of Westfield, the known
as Woronoak.  Twenty-three years later,
land in the Pochassic district of Westfield
was taken up and operated farming land
by Major Humprey Atherton and Captain
Roger Clapp.

In 1669, Woronoak, formerly called
“Streamfield”, was incorporated at the
town of Westfield.

Up to this time, only about two-
thirds of the land between Pine Hill and
the rivers had been purchased from the
Indians, until, on June 3rd, several hun-
dred acres of land west of Elm Street were
purchased for “40 pounds from Alquat
the Indian Sachem of Woronoak and Po-
jassick.”

On December 1, 1737, about 6,000
acres of land, comprising most of Mont-
gomery and a part of Russell was granted
to Westfield by the General Court.  This
was called the “New Addition”, and
records state it was valued as a place
“abounding in excellent building stone”,
and for that reason, was sought for the in-
habitants.

Soon after the close of the French and
Indian wars, it became safe for people to
leave their well-protected settlements in
the larger towns, which according to the
ideas of the people, were becoming over-
crowded.  The families were large and
new; land was desired to afford the neces-
sary maintenance.

After the winter snows had nearly dis-
appeared in the spring of 1767, Ephraim
Avery and his wife, Susanna, and their
family made their slow way into the hill
regions through Pochassic by the farms of
Atherton & Clapp, up through the lower
reservoir road, so-called to what is now
known as Pitcher Street, and built their
log cabin on the high land to the west of
the present house of Charles B. Warren, in
sight of the heights of Mt. Tekoa.  (With

the death of Harold Avery of Avery Rd. in
1999, the last direct descendant named
Avery in Montgomery, ceased to exist.)

His sons were William, Abnner,
Samuel, Rainsford and Ephraim, Jr.

Three of Ephraim’s grandsons were
personally known to most of us as Henry
Avery of Westfield, and Elisha and George
Avery, life-long residents of this town.

We who enjoy the comforts of the
20th century civilization may well pause
to reflect upon the zeal, patience and in-
trepid courage of our forefathers who
stripped these rocky fields of their
primeval forests.

Stern need of cleared land for their
crops and pastures forced them to burn
millions of feet of choice timber.  No saw
mills, they depended upon the split slab
for their boards or laboriously cut them
out with a whip saw.  The first saw mill in
town was probably built about 1800 on
the brook in the hollow near the Sand
Knoll Cemetery. 

In traveling over the fields, forests
and pastures of Montgomery, one views
with astonishment the amount of labor
expended in clearing the land and build-
ing hundreds of miles of stone walls.  It is
estimated that there are over 125 old cel-
lar holes, each of which doubtless repre-
sents the home of a former settler.

These cellar-places, mute testimonials
of former industry and community life,
are particularly numerous in the Northern
and South-Western parts of the Town set-
tled by pioneers from Norwich, Hunting-
ton and Northampton.  The Pitcher Street
district, so-called from Elijah Pitcher who
located there in 1767 or 1768, contains
some twenty or more remains of these
old home-sites.  These were, for the most
part, settlements made by people from
Westfield, Springfield and Connecticut.

Even today, the name of the original
settler clings to the locality in which he
built his home.  A few examples will suf-
fice as an illustration.  Many others will
doubtless occur to you.

The Fuller Road and Fuller Place:
Probably so-called from the original
home of Joseph and Pricilla Fuller in
1799.  This road runs south and west di-
viding the farm of Elbert Chapman, for-
merly know as the Gilbert or Peter Squier
Place (presently owned by the Park and
Hazel Chapman family).

The Brant or Tracey Brant Place:  The
original site of the home of John and
Hannah Brant in 1784 and later of their
son Tracey.  (on the old Brant Rd., a dis-
continued town road, the original loca-
tion of lower Russell Rd. to Carrington

Rd,) The old location can be seen today to
the south and west of the Elisha Clark
farm (Russell Rd., near Pomeroy Rd.)

The King Place:  Lying to the west and
south of the house of Myron Avery (end
of Avery Rd.), probably the site of the
home of Gamaliel and Pricilla King in
1794. (The old Main Rd. originally went
passed the Avery house down to Carring-
ton Rd. coming out after the first bridge
on Carrington Rd., currently a wood road.
That section of the Main Rd. from the
Avery house was discontinued in 1802.)

Whitman Hill:  Near the site of the
house of Dan and Cynthia Whitman
about 1700.  Well within the memory of
the writer stood the Whitman barn with
its massive framed timbers. (On New
State Rd. right before Lutat’s on blind
hill.)

Hatch or Brace Hill:  At the top of
which may be found the cellar of the
house of Moses and Lucy  in 1797, and
later of Chester and Clarissa Brace in
1819.

It is supposed that hunting parties,
from what is known at Westfield, first
roamed these hills in quest of game or for
purposes of exploration.  Finding land
which promised good returns on cultiva-
tion, they reported the same to the town-
ship from whence they came.     

The inhabitants never suffered from
Indian attacks since the incorporation was
effected, after the defeat of the Indians
and French in the war of 1756-63.

The Indians who roamed and hunted
in these hills were Algonquins of the tribe
of Woronoak whose chief, Alquat, has al-
ready been alluded to.

It is probable they were not very nu-
merous, for Frances Parkman says: “An
epidemic had swept them off by the thou-
sands, fear had driven them eastward: for
the Iroquois pursued them with the in-
verterate enmity.  Some paid yearly tribute
to their tyrants, while others were still
subject to their inroads, flying in terror at
the sound of the Mohawk war-cry.  The
Indian population thinned rapidly.
Northern New Hampshire, the whole of
Vermont and Western Massachusetts had
no Indian tenants but the roving hunter
or prowling warrior.

In 1915, the first automobiles came
to town…..all three were Model T. Fords
and were owned by E. A. Chapman, S. B.
Williston and Jim Washburn.  However,
horses continued being used to such an
extent that six new horse sheds were built
near the Town Hall; labor on the same
being volunteered. 
From Myron Kelso’s notes

Some history... Ancient landmarks of Montgomery 
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Serving the Citizens of Montgomery 

June 2021 
 

 
Zodiac Sign – Gemini/Cancer         Flower – Rose or Honeysuckle            Birthstone – Moonstone or Pearl     

 
Calendar 

 
All Events Cancelled 

  
Birthdays 

 
  Anthony Thibault June Rathay 
  Richard Buikus Pamela Coe 
  Joanne Hebert      Richard Willig 
  Thomas Stout Peter Madru 
     
 
  World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 
 
The United Nations has designated June 15 as 
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day.  
 
The Highland Valley Elder Services remains 
operational, providing essential services and 
support to seniors in the community The 
Protective Services Team continues to 
investigate concerns of financial exploitation, 
neglect, self-neglect, and abuse (physical, 
sexual, and emotional).  
 
They are still actively working with clients, 
telephonically and in person as needed, and that 
those needing to report concerns can still do so. 
If you are aware of an individual over the age of 
60 who you believe to be at risk you can file a 
report of concern 24/7 on the web at Mass.Gov 
and through the central intake unit at (800) 922-
2275.   
 
Meals on Wheels – Highland Valley Elder 
Services – 800-322-0551 or 413-586-2000 
 
Shine Counselor – Buliah Thomas – 667-2203 
 
Veteran’s Agent – Daniel Flechsig – 862-8095 
 

Guidance for people who are fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19 
 
People are fully vaccinated for COVID-19 if 
they have received two doses of either the 
Moderna or Pfizer vaccines or a single dose of 
the Janssen vaccine more than 14 days ago.  
 
Effective May 29: The Commonwealth’s face-
covering order will be rescinded. The 
Department of Public Health will issue a new 
face-covering advisory consistent with the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 
updated guidance.  Face coverings will still be 
mandatory for all individuals on public and 
private transportation systems (including 
rideshares, livery, taxi, ferries, MBTA, 
Commuter Rail and transportation stations), in 
healthcare facilities and in other settings hosting 
vulnerable populations, such as congregate care 
settings.  
 
Face-Covering Advisory for Unvaccinated 
Residents. The Department of Public Health 
will issue a public health advisory effective May 
29 that advises all unvaccinated residents to 
continue to wear face-coverings in indoor 
settings and when they can’t socially distance. 
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The United Nations has designated June 15 
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 

What is Elder Abuse?
In general, elder abuse refers to intentional or neglectful acts by a caregiver or “trusted” in-
dividual that leads to, or may lead to, harm of a vulnerable elder. Physical abuse; neglect;
emotional or psychological abuse; verbal abuse and threats; financial abuse and exploita-
tion; sexual abuse; and abandonment are considered forms of elder abuse. In many states,
self-neglect is also considered mistreatment. 

Who is at Risk?
Elder abuse can occur anywhere – in the home, in nursing homes, or other institutions. It
affects seniors across all socio-economic groups, cultures, and races. Based on available
information, women and “older” elders are more likely to be victimized. Dementia is a signif-
icant risk factor. Mental health and substance abuse issues – of both abusers and victims –
are risk factors. Isolation can also contribute to risk.

Types of Elder Abuse
• Physical abuse: Use of force to threaten or physically injure an elder
• Emotional abuse: Verbal attacks, threats, rejection, isolation, or belittling acts that

cause or could cause mental anguish, pain, or distress to a senior
• Sexual abuse: Sexual contact that is forced, tricked, threatened, or otherwise co-

erced upon a elder, including anyone who is unable to grant consent
• Exploitation: Theft, fraud, misuse or neglect of authority, and use of undue influ-

ence as a lever to gain control over an older person’s money or property
• Neglect: A caregiver’s failure or refusal to provide for a vulnerable elder’s safety,

physical, or emotional needs.
• Abandonment: Desertion of a frail or vulnerable elder by anyone with a duty of care
• Self-neglect: An inability to understand the consequences of one’s own actions or

inaction, which leads to, harm or endangerment. 

Remember: You do not need to prove that abuse is occurring; it is up to the professionals to
investigate the suspicions.

This newsletter is partially funded by a grant of the Executive Office of Elder Affairs
Council Members are: Anne-Marie Buikus 862-3257, Jane Thielen 862-4482, Sandy Haas 862-3829

Jean Bush 862-3645, Geraldine Larrabee 862-3884, Darlene Brewster 862-3347
Email: COA@Montgomeryma.gov
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